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Black scholars have been underrepresented in Old Testament scholarship, particularly in
North America. Even though a few Black scholars wrote dissertations on the Old Testament in
the early twentieth century,! their numbers were always small and had only marginally increased
by the time Charles B. Copher received his Ph.D. in Old Testament at Boston University in
1947.2 Not until 1989 did an African American woman complete a Ph.D. in Old Testament when
Renita Weems graduated with her degree from Princeton Seminary.® In 1991 Cain Hope Felder
declared, “There are today just a little more than thirty Black North Americans with a completed
Ph.D./Th.D. in biblical studies (less than one-fifth of 1 percent in North America alone). As of
this writing, there are but two African American female Ph.D.’s in New Testament and two in
Old Testament.”* The situation has improved since 1991, but the work of African American Old
Testament scholars has still not been given sufficient attention within the broader scholarly guild.
Moreover, although a much higher percentage of Old Testament scholars working in Africa are
Black, their writings remain almost invisible to many Old Testament scholars in North America
and Europe. Madipoane Masenya (ngwan’a Mphahlele) laments that “Africa is . . . a stranger in
the global village, as it cannot participate as an equal partner. Hence, even within academia,
resources developed in Africa are not always taken seriously, if at all, by the powerful.”®

This bibliography seeks to address this problem by highlighting the work of Black Old
Testament scholars to encourage others to use these publications in research and teaching. The
bibliography is not designed to be comprehensive, but merely to illustrate the range of
scholarship available from these Black scholars. Clearly many other sources could be added to
this list, and works on the Old Testament have also been written by Black scholars with

! This group includes Pezavia O’Connell (“Synonyms of the Unclean and the Clean in Hebrew” at
Pennsylvania University in 1898), James Leonard Farmer (“The Origin and Development of the Messianic Hope in
Israel with Special Reference to Analogous Beliefs among Other Peoples” at Boston University in 1918), and Willis
J. King (“The Book of Habakkuk from the Standpoint of Literary and Historical Criticism” at Boston University in
1921). For more details, see Abraham Smith, “Black/Africana Studies and Black/Africana Biblical Studies,” Brill
Research Perspectives in Biblical Interpretation 4.2 (2020): 46.

2 Bailey, Randall C., and Jacquelyn Grant. “Preface.” Page 7 in The Recovery of Black Presence: An
Interdisciplinary Exploration: Essays in Honor of Dr. Charles B. Copher. Edited by Randall C. Bailey and
Jacquelyn Grant. Nashville: Abingdon, 1995.

3 “Renita J. Weems, Ph.D.” Ray of Hope Community Church. Online:
https://www.rayofhopenashville.org/renita-weems-bio.

4 Cain Hope Felder, “Introduction,” in Stony the Road We Trod: African American Biblical Interpretation,
ed. Cain Hope Felder (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1991), 1.

5 “Exiled in My Own Home: An African-South African Perspective on the Bible,” in The Africana Bible:
Reading Israel’s Scriptures from Afiica and the African Diaspora, ed. Hugh R. Page Jr. et al (Minneapolis: Fortress,
2010), 20-21.
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advanced degrees in other fields, such as New Testament or Theology, though they are not
included here. The first section omits editorial work, though a later section contains some edited
collections and metastudies that are focused particularly on African, African American,
postcolonial, and Womanist interpretation. At times we have swapped the order of author names
in order to highlight the Black author or Old Testament scholar.

While Black interpretation exhibits some common features, these scholars are writing
from a wide variety of contexts with different approaches and aims.® In particular, African and
North American scholarship are distinct worlds, so we have broken up the first section along
those lines, categorizing scholars based on where they are currently working. However,
considerable variation may also be found within those groups. The background and concerns of
Afro-Caribbean scholars differ from those of African American scholars, even if both are
currently teaching in the US. And the historical and cultural context for scholars in Nigeria is not
the same as for those in South Africa. For this reason (and because some scholars have moved
across continents), we have included the country of origin for each Black OT scholar in
parentheses after their name.
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6 See the introductory essays in The Africana Bible: Reading Israel’s Scriptures from Africa and the
African Diaspora, ed. Hugh R. Page Jr. et al. (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2010), especially Randall C. Bailey, Cheryl
Kirk-Duggan, Madipoane Masenya (ngwan’a Mphahlele), and Rodney S. Sadler, “African and African Diasporan
Hermeneutics: Reading the Hebrew Bible as Journey, Exile, and Life through My/Our Place,” 19-24.
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God and the Gods
HIV/AIDS
Justice and Criminal Justice
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Land and Inheritance
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Magic and Religious Practice
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Adamo, David Tuesday (Nigeria).

Africa and Africans in the New Testament. Lanham, MD: University Press of America,
2006.

Africa and the Africans in the Old Testament. Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 1998.

“African Influence on Ancient Israel.” Bulletin for Old Testament Studies in Africa 11

(2001): 11-14.

“The African Wife of Joseph, Aseneth (Gn 41:45; 41:50; 46:20).” Journal for Semitics 22
(2013): 409-25.



https://simb.africa/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/11-Botsa.pdf
https://simb.africa/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/11-Botsa.pdf

Scholars in Africa 8

“The African Wife of Solomon (1 Kings 3:1; 9:16; 7:8; 11:1).” Journal for Semitics 23
(2014): 1-20.

“Ancient Israelite and African Proverbs as Advice, Reproach, Warning, Encouragement
and Explanation.” Hervormde Teologiese Studies 71 (2015): 1-11.
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Hugh R. Page Jr. et al. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2010.
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Decolonizing African Biblical Studies. Abraka, Nigeria: Delta State University, 2004.

“Decolonizing Psalm 91 in an African Perspective with Special Reference to the Culture
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“Decolonizing the Psalter in Africa.” Black Theology: An International Journal 5 (2007):
20-38.

“Decolonizing the Teaching of the Old Testament in Africa.” Bulletin for Old Testament
Studies in Africa 19 (2005): 3—10.

“Deuteronomic Conception of God According to Deuteronomy 6:4 and Its Importance in
African Context.” Bible Bhashyam 18 (1992): 55-65.

“The Deuteronomist(s)’ Interpretation of Exilic Suffering in an African Perspective.” Old
Testament Essays 23 (2010): 1-27.

“The Distinctive Use of Psalms in Africa.” Melanesian Journal of Theology 9 (1993):
94-111.

“Ebed-Melech’s Identity and His Sense of Justice (Jer. 38:1-13 and 39:15-17): A
Challenge to Christian Leaders in Africa.” African Journal of Biblical Studies 19
(2003): 5-12.

“Ebed-Melech’s Protest to King Zedekiah as a Model of Modern Protest Movement (Jr
38:1-17).” In die Skriflig 53 (2019): 1-8.

Explorations in African Biblical Studies. Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2001.

“The Extent to Which OTSSA Journal (OTE) Reflects the Indigenous African Culture
and Tradition from 2001-2016.” Old Testament Essays 31 (2018): 42—65.



https://hts.org.za/index.php/hts/article/view/2972
https://hts.org.za/index.php/hts/article/view/2972
https://hts.org.za/index.php/hts/article/view/4576
https://hts.org.za/index.php/hts/article/view/4576
https://hts.org.za/index.php/hts/article/view/4576
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S1010-99192012000100001&lng=en&nrm=iso
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S1010-99192012000100001&lng=en&nrm=iso
https://simb.africa/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/19-Botsa.pdf
https://simb.africa/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/19-Botsa.pdf
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192010000100001&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192010000100001&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192018000100003&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192018000100003&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
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“The Genesis Creation According to an African Background.” Pages 25-34 in Genesis.
Edited by Athalya Brenner, Archie Chi Chung Lee, and Gale A. Yee. Texts and
Contexts. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2010.

“Historical Development of Old Testament Interpretation in Africa.” Pages 7-30 in
Biblical Interpretation in African Perspective. Edited by David Tuesday Adamo.
Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 2006.

“The Images of Cush in the Old Testament: Reflections on African Hermeneutics.” Pages
65—74 in Interpreting the Old Testament in Africa: Papers from the International
Symposium on Africa and the Old Testament in Nairobi, October 1999. Edited by
Mary Getui, Knut Holter, and Victor Zinkuratire. New York: Lang, 2001.

“The Imprecatory Psalms in African Context.” Pages 139-53 in Biblical Interpretation in
African Perspective. Edited by David Tuesday Adamo. Lanham, MD: University
Press of America, 2006.

“The Nameless African Wife of Potiphar and Her Contribution to Ancient Israel.” Old
Testament Essays 26 (2013): 221-46.

“Peace in the Old Testament and in the African Heritage.” Pages 99—111 in The Bible in
African Christianity: Essays on Biblical Theology. Edited by H. W. Kinoti and
John M. Waliggo. African Christianity Series. Nairobi: Acton, 1997.

“The Poor in the Book of Psalms and in Yoruba Tradition.” Old Testament Essays 27
(2014): 797-815.

“Psalms.” Pages 151-62 in Global Bible Commentary. Edited by Daniel Patte. Nashville:
Abingdon, 2004.

Reading and Interpreting the Bible in African Indigenous Churches. Eugene, OR: Wipf
& Stock, 2001.

“Reading Jeremiah 13:23 in an African Context.” Journal for Semitics 23 (2014): 500—
530.

“Reading Psalm 35 in Africa (Yoruba) Perspective.” Old Testament Essays 32 (2019):
936-55.

“Reading Psalm 109 in African Christianity.” Old Testament Essays 21 (2008): 575-92.

“Semiotic Interpretation of Selected Psalms Inscriptions (23, 35, 121) on Motor Vehicles
in Nigeria.” Scriptura 114 (2015): 1-13.

“The Significance of Psalm 121 in an African Context.” Journal for Semitics 26 (2017):
33.
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http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192013000200002&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
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http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192019000300008&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192019000300008&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192008000300002&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
https://doi.org/10.7833/114-0-1140
https://doi.org/10.7833/114-0-1140
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Journal of Dharma 14 (1989): 366—75.
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Essays 28 (2015): 31-52.
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473-501.
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The Bible Translator (Practical Papers) 35 (1984): 418-24.

“Understanding the Genesis Creation Account in an African Background.” Caribbean
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“What Is African Biblical Hermeneutics?” Black Theology: An International Journal 13
(2015): 59-72.

“Wisdom Psalms in African Context with Special Reference to Nigeria.” Black Theology:
An International Journal 13 (2015): 147-65.

Adamo, David Tuesday (Nigeria), and Erivwierho Francis Eghwubare (Nigeria).

“The African Wife of Abraham: An African Reading of Genesis 16:1-16 and 21:8-21.”
Pages 275-92 in Genesis. Edited by Athalya Brenner, Archie Chi Chung Lee, and
Gale A. Yee. Texts and Contexts. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2010. Earlier version
published as “The African Wife of Abraham (Gn 16:1-16; 21:8-21).” Old
Testament Essays 18 (2005): 455-71.

Ademiluka, Solomon Olusola (Nigeria).

“An Ecological Interpretation of Leviticus 11—15 in an African (Nigerian) Context.” Old
Testament Essays 22 (2009): 525-34.

“The Deuteronomists’ Accounts of the Delinquencies of David’s Children: Relevance for
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by Joachim Kugler, Masiiwa R. Gunda, Lovemore Togarasei and Eric S. Onomo.
Bible in Africa Studies 17. Bamberg: University of Bamberg Press, 2014.

“‘For I Hate Divorce,’” Says the Lord: Interpreting Malachi 2:16 in Relation to Prohibition
of Divorce in Some Churches in Nigeria.” Old Testament Essays 32 (2019): 846—
68.

“Interpreting Proverbs 22:1 in Light of Attitude to Money in African Perspective.” Old
Testament Essays 31 (2018): 164-83.
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http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192010000300001&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
https://journals.co.za/content/oldtest/18/3/EJC85742
https://journals.co.za/content/oldtest/18/3/EJC85742
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192009000300001&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192009000300001&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
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http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192019000300004&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_abstract&pid=S1010-99192019000300004&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
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“Justice and Righteousness in Old Testament Prophets in Relation to Insecurity in
Nigeria.” Journal for Semitics 26 (2017): 294-316.

“Patriarchy and Women Abuse: Perspectives from Ancient Israel and Africa.” Old
Testament Essays 31 (2018): 339-62.

“The Prohibition of Cross-Dressing in Deuteronomy 22:5 as a Basis for the Controversy
among Churches in Nigeria on Female Wearing of Trousers.” Old Testament

Essays 26 (2013): 9-19.

“The Sociological Functions of Funeral Mourning: Illustrations from the Old Testament
and Africa.” Old Testament Essays 22 (2009): 9—20.

“A Study of 2 Samuel 13:1-22 as a Solution to Intimate Partner Violence in Nigeria.”
Journal for Semitics 28 (2019): 1-20.

“A Study of Malachi 3:8—12 in Relation to Tithing in Some Churches in Nigeria.” Old
Testament Essays 33 (2020): 285-305.

“A Study of the Patriarch Narratives (Gen 12—50) in an African Context.” Old Testament
Essays 20 (2007): 273-82.

“The Use of Imprecatory Psalms in African Context.” African Journal of Biblical Studies
23 (2006): 53-62.

Akoto(-Abutiate), Dorothy B. E. A. (Ghana)

“The Book of Proverbs and Its Relationship to African-Ewe Proverbial
Communications.” The Journal of the Interdenominational Theological Center 37
(2011): 35-56.

“Can These Bones Live? Re-Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 in the HIV/Aids Context.” Pages
97-111 in Grant Me Justice! HIV/Aids and Gender Readings of the Bible. Edited
by Musa W. Dube and Musimbi Kanyoro. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2004.

“Esther.” Pages 268—72 in The Africana Bible: Reading Israel’s Scriptures from Africa
and the African Diaspora. Edited by Hugh R. Page Jr. et al. Minneapolis:
Fortress, 2010.

“Gender and Culture in the Church and in Theological Education: Wounded-Ness and the
Need for Healing.” Trinity Journal of Church and Theology 19 (2017): 7-29.

“Hearing Scripture in African Contexts: A Hermeneutic of Grafting.” Old Testament
Essays 20 (2007): 283—306.
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Categorized by Topic
Collections and Meta-Studies

The Collections and Meta-Studies section contains some works that were written and edited by
non-Black authors as well as by scholars from other disciplines in order to offer a broader
perspective on the fields of African and African American interpretation. Two major trends
within Black interpretation are (1) liberationist or postcolonial approaches and (2) feminist or
Womanist approaches. To highlight these, we have devoted separate sections to them, and we
have also drawn attention to a few essays discussing the place of historical criticism within Black
interpretation.
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